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NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD HISTORY

1894: The Kingfield & Dead River Railroad, a two
foot narrow gauge line, was extended and placed
in service from Kingfield to Carrabassett with the
new station located near the former Red
Stallion. The railroad was built primarily to haul
timber and lumber but also carried passengers
and freight.

1900: The rail line was extended to Bigelow
Station, the site of the Russell Remick Birch Mill
and the huge Prouty and Miller steam sawmill.
Prouty & Miller had purchased the mill from the
Crockertown Lumber Co. which was owned by
Isaac Crocker, the namesake of Crockertown.
Bigelow was a busy community with nearly 100
people employed at the saw mill. The community
also had a boarding house, private homes,
general store and schoolhouse. The original
railroad depot is now a private residence.

1908: A great forest fire in July burned from
Burnt Mountain. across the north side of
Sugarloaf and west of the Caribou Pond Road,
toward Crocker Mountain with a total loss of
about 5500 acres. It nearly burned the village of
Bigelow and the railroad had a rescue train
standing by to remove the residents and their
possessions if necessary. The fire came only
within one-half mile of Bigelow. This fire
provided some of the above tree line skiing on
Sugarloaf Mountain which we enjoy today.

1927: The narrow gauge rails were removed from
the 5.4 mile section between Bigelow Station and
Huston Brook during July/August.

1927-28: The first state highway, now Rt 27, was
built linking Kingfield and Eustis with a good
road and replacing a previous county road.

2001: The Town, with financial assistance from the
state, voted to approve a major reconstruction
project along the entire length of the pathway
from Bigelow Station to Huston Brook for non-
motorized multi-purpose use.

General Information

Approved parking lots are located at
the Maine Huts & Trails Trailhead,
Anti-Gravity Center & Carrabassett

Valley Library, Campbell Field

Trailhead, Carrabassett Valley Multi-

use Trail, Maine Huts & Trails,

Snowmobile & ATV Trailhead and the

Carrabassett Valley Town Office and

Fire Station.

No motorized use permitted.
No littering, carry in carry out.

Free Cross Country Skiing, grooming
provided by the town.

Picnic Areas are located along the
trail for your convenience.

Trail surface is a type of crushed
packed stone, very smooth and easy
for any age!

Watch out for wildlife!
Bikers please yield for Pedestrians.
Please clean up after your pets.

Please respect all public and private
land in Carrabassett Valley!
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